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mTRODUCTION

The focus of this survey is on students’ interests related to student activities and programming particularly those
associated with the newly created Center for Student Activities and Programming and the Student Program-
ming Association (SPA). Included in the survey are questions concerning the types of events students are likely
to attend, the reasons students decide to (or not to) attend campus events, and the importance of factors SPA
should consider when determining what events to offer.

In total, 885 upperclass students responded to the survey for a 22.7% response rate. By phone, 264 participated,
and 621 participated by Web. The confidence interval for the total sample is +/- 3.23%.

Of the respondents, 80.9% are between 19 and 21 years of age, 56.6% are female, 84.4% are White/Caucasian,
62.9% live off campus, and 75.8% are members of a Penn State club or organization. For additional information
on the Pulse methodology, please visit http://www.sa.psu.edu/sara/qa.shtml.
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" Likelihood of Attending Events

Students’
Students were asked a series of questions regarding the likelihood of them attending a interests
variety of events (see Chart 1 and Table 1). related to
e The types of events that were most preferred among students were concerts, student
popular films, comedy shows, and well-known speakers (see Chart 1)'. activities and

e |n addition, at least two-thirds of students indicated they were likely to attend a
theatre performance or play, a trip to an opposing school for a Penn State athletic
event, or a professional development workshop (see Table 1).
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"Percents represent those who indicated “somewhat likely” or “very likely.”
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While white students responded that they were significantly more likely to attend a concert when compared to stu-
dents of color, students of color were significantly more likely to attend the following: a dance performance, LateNight
activities, a bus trip to a site of interest, a dance lesson, an art exhibit, a personal development workshop, a profes-
sional development workshop, a community service/service-learning project, and a cultural event than were white
students (data not shown).

On-campus residents responded that they were significantly more likely to attend a dance performance, a theatre
performance or play, and LateNight activities than were off-campus residents. Off-campus residents were significantly
more likely to take a trip to an opposing school for a Penn State athletic event (data not shown).

Generally, students under 21 years of age and those 21 and older responded similarly with the exceptions that older
students were significantly more likely to attend an art exhibit and younger students were significantly more likely to
attend a concert and a comedy show (data not shown).

Table 1. Likelihood of Attendini Events icont. from Chart 1i

a theatre performance or play 69.5 2.84
a trip to an opposing school for a Penn State athletic event 67.5 2.82
a prof_essmqal development workshop (resume writing, 65.7 274
interview skills)

a community service/service-learning project 60.1 2.64
a bus trip to a site of interest (a city or tourist attraction) 57.6 2.62
an independent/arts film (documentary, film festival) 51.9 2.51
a dance performance 494 2.41
a personal development workshop (cooking class, stress 488 239
management) ) :

a dance lesson (salsa, ballroom, contra) 48.4 2.44
the LateNight-PennState activities 46.6 2.35
an art exhibit 45.5 2.36
a cultural event (cultural festival, heritage month) 441 2.35
a debate about a contemporary social issue 39.6 2.25

*Scale: 1=very unlikely, 2=somewhat unlikely, 3=somewhat likely, and 4=very likely

Reasons to Attend Events

Students were asked the extent to which several reasons contributed to their decision to attend a campus program or event
(see Chart 2 and Table 2).

Overwhelmingly, students indicated that wanting to be entertained was an important reason influencing their decision
to attend an event, followed by the desire to experience new things (see Chart 2).

Chart 2. Why Students Decide to Attend Events (by percent)

Eminimally Emoderately Bl strongly ‘

100 -

85.7

to be entertained to experience new things

Students of color, when compared to white students, reported that wanting to experience new/different things and
wanting to feel like a part of the Penn State community had significantly greater influence on their decision to attend
a campus program or event (data not shown).

When compared to older students, students under the legal drinking age reported that wanting to be entertained
and wanting to interact with other students had significantly greater influence on their decision to attend a campus
program or event (data not shown).

2Percents represent those who indicated “somewhat likely” or “very likely.”




Table 2. Reasons Contributini to Students’ Decision to Attend Events

Want to interact with other students 45.8 3.34
Heard other students are going 38.5 3,19
Want to feel like a part of the Penn State community 36.2 3.07

*Scale: 1=not at all, 2=slightly, 3=somewhat, 4=substantially, and 5=to a great extent
Reasons Not to Attend Events

Students were asked the extent to which several reasons contributed to their decision NOT to attend a campus program or
event (see Chart 3 and Table 3).
e Overwhelmingly, students indicated that a lack of interest was an important reason in their decision NOT to attend

an event followed by a lack of time because of academic responsibilities (see Chart 3).

Chart 3. Why Students Do Not Attend Events (by percent)
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e White students, when compared to students of color, reported that not being interested in the program or event and not
having anyone to go with were significantly more influential in their decision not to attend a campus program or event
(data not shown).

e Off-campus residents were significantly more likely to report that not having time because of their job influenced their
decision not to attend a campus program or event than were on-campus residents (data not shown).

e When compared to younger students, students 21 and older reported that not having time because of their job and pre-
ferring to do their own thing were significantly more influential in their decision not to attend a campus program or event
(data not shown).

Table 3. Reasons Contributing to Students’ Decision NOT to Attend Events

Don’t feel like they belong at the event 40.8 3.02
No time because of job/work 415 2.90
Don’t have anyone to go with 32.2 2.80
Prefer to do their own thing 21.0 2.67

*Scale: 1=not at all, 2=slightly, 3=somewhat, 4=substantially, and 5=to a great extent

Student Programming Association

Awareness of SPA
Almost 20% of students indicated they were aware of SPA, which was in the formation stages at the time of the survey (see
Chart 4).

Chart 4. Percent of Students Aware of the New
Programming Board (by percent)
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SPercents represent those who indicated “substantially” or “to a great extent.”




Programming Considerations

Students were asked to evaluate the importance of various factors for SPA to consider when planning programs.

o Of greatest importance for students is maximizing the variety of programs, reducing the costs of programs, and
bringing in big names (see Table 4).

e Of least importance was avoiding duplication of programs already offered on campus (see Table 4).

Table 4. Importance of Factors for SPA to Consider when Planning Programs

Maximizing the variety of programs and events being offered

Bringing in big names / “high cost” attractions

Developing partnerships with student organizations

Avoiding the duplication of programs offered on campus 3.84
*Scale: 1=very unimportant, 3=neither unimportant nor important, and 5=very important

Student Organization Assistance

Lastly, students responded to questions regarding the ways SPA can assist other student organizations. Seventy-seven
percent felt it is important for SPA to assist student organizations with understanding and navigating University policies and
procedures and with distributing advertising materials (see Table 5).

Table 5. Importance of Various Ways SPA Can Assist Student Organizations

Understanding and navigating the policies and procedures
of the Universit
Designing advertising materials

*Scale: 1=very unimportant, 3=neither unimportant nor important, and 5=very important

“Percents represent those who indicated “somewhat important” or “very important.”

20891 Vd “ied Aisianiun

Buip|ing ayonog zzz
Aysianiun ajels elueajAsuuad

sijeye juapm)s jo uoisjnip

IS

a)e)s uuad




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /Batang
    /BookAntiqua
    /BookAntiqua-Bold
    /BookAntiqua-BoldItalic
    /BookAntiqua-Italic
    /BookmanOldStyle
    /BookmanOldStyle-Bold
    /BookmanOldStyle-BoldItalic
    /BookmanOldStyle-Italic
    /CalisMTBol
    /CalistoMT
    /CalistoMT-BoldItalic
    /CalistoMT-Italic
    /Castellar
    /Century
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CenturySchoolbook
    /CenturySchoolbook-Bold
    /CenturySchoolbook-BoldItalic
    /CenturySchoolbook-Italic
    /ComicSansMS
    /ComicSansMS-Bold
    /CopperplateGothic-Bold
    /CopperplateGothic-Light
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /CurlzMT
    /Elephant-Italic
    /Elephant-Regular
    /EngraversMT
    /ErasITC-Bold
    /ErasITC-Demi
    /ErasITC-Light
    /ErasITC-Medium
    /EstrangeloEdessa
    /FelixTitlingMT
    /ForteMT
    /FranklinGothic-Book
    /FranklinGothic-BookItalic
    /FranklinGothic-Demi
    /FranklinGothic-DemiCond
    /FranklinGothic-DemiItalic
    /FranklinGothic-Heavy
    /FranklinGothic-HeavyItalic
    /FranklinGothic-Medium
    /FranklinGothic-MediumCond
    /FranklinGothic-MediumItalic
    /FrenchScriptMT
    /Garamond
    /Garamond-Bold
    /Garamond-Italic
    /Gautami
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /GillSansMT
    /GillSansMT-Bold
    /GillSansMT-BoldItalic
    /GillSansMT-Condensed
    /GillSansMT-ExtraCondensedBold
    /GillSansMT-Italic
    /GillSans-UltraBold
    /GillSans-UltraBoldCondensed
    /GloucesterMT-ExtraCondensed
    /GoudyOldStyleT-Bold
    /GoudyOldStyleT-Italic
    /GoudyOldStyleT-Regular
    /GoudyStout
    /Haettenschweiler
    /Impact
    /ImprintMT-Shadow
    /Kartika
    /Latha
    /LucidaConsole
    /LucidaSans
    /LucidaSans-Demi
    /LucidaSans-DemiItalic
    /LucidaSans-Italic
    /LucidaSans-Typewriter
    /LucidaSans-TypewriterBold
    /LucidaSans-TypewriterBoldOblique
    /LucidaSans-TypewriterOblique
    /LucidaSansUnicode
    /MaiandraGD-Regular
    /Mangal-Regular
    /MicrosoftSansSerif
    /MonotypeCorsiva
    /MS-Mincho
    /MSOutlook
    /MVBoli
    /OCRAExtended
    /PalaceScriptMT
    /PalatinoLinotype-Bold
    /PalatinoLinotype-BoldItalic
    /PalatinoLinotype-Italic
    /PalatinoLinotype-Roman
    /Perpetua
    /Perpetua-Bold
    /Perpetua-BoldItalic
    /Perpetua-Italic
    /PerpetuaTitlingMT-Bold
    /PerpetuaTitlingMT-Light
    /Raavi
    /RageItalic
    /Rockwell
    /Rockwell-Bold
    /Rockwell-BoldItalic
    /Rockwell-Condensed
    /Rockwell-CondensedBold
    /Rockwell-ExtraBold
    /Rockwell-Italic
    /ScriptMTBold
    /Shruti
    /SimSun
    /Sylfaen
    /SymbolMT
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Tunga-Regular
    /TwCenMT-Bold
    /TwCenMT-BoldItalic
    /TwCenMT-Condensed
    /TwCenMT-CondensedBold
    /TwCenMT-CondensedExtraBold
    /TwCenMT-Italic
    /TwCenMT-Regular
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
    /Vrinda
    /Webdings
    /Wingdings2
    /Wingdings3
    /Wingdings-Regular
    /ZWAdobeF
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


